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EZ READER 

Life sometimes has an interesting way of reminding 

you what’s truly important.  Personally, I have been hit 

with good and not so good reminders lately.  The best 

reminder is my daughter who was born April 14th.  My 

wife Sarah and I are blessed to share that she is 

healthy and has already made two weekend trips to 

see the Lambda Chi Alpha house in Grand Forks.  The 

first trip was for Work Weekend in August and the 

second was for Homecoming in October.  She loved 

both trips! 

 

Sadly, we unexpectedly lost brother Mario Savian (EZZ 

946) on July 28th at the age of 41.  RIP brother, you 

will be missed.  

 

Mario’s passing has reminded me of how precious life 

is.  It makes one think about what’s truly important 

and whether we are putting our time and effort into 

those things. I have a list of what means the most to 

me.  It starts with my Faith, my wife and daughter, 

and then to my loved ones.  When I think about my 

loved ones, I quickly begin reminiscing about my 

times at the fraternity house.  My fraternity brothers 

(and their girlfriends/wives) that shared time and 

experiences with me will always have a special place 

in my heart.  It’s always nice running into them and I 

wish that would happen more often.  The good news 

is, IT CAN! Here’s how. 

 

The Alumni Association is trying to find people willing 

to host regional alumni events.  It doesn’t have to be 

at your house. We just need someone to help 

organize the events.  Thanks to Ray Parks, we have a 

map at our disposal of where all of our alumni are 

living.  (This is assuming we have accurate addresses.)  

For privacy reasons, we can’t share it in more public 

forums, however, if you join the alumni association’s 
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private group on Facebook, you will have access to 

see which brothers live close to you.  

 

As I look at the map, I see we have heavy 

concentrations in North Dakota and Minnesota 

followed by Southern California, Seattle, Portland, 

Denver, Chicago, Washington, D.C., and New York.  If 

you are interested in hosting an event in one of these 

regions, please let us know.  One of the main 

purposes of the Alumni Association is to provide us a 

means to continue our bond throughout our lives, 

wherever we may be.  Please help us do that.  It’s 

easy to say, “I’ll do it next year.”  The problem is, 

sometimes next year never comes.  Helps us this 

year.  

 

In addition to the regional events, we will also be 

having a major event during Homecoming in 2018 for 

our 90th anniversary.  Last year’s anniversary was a 

huge success and we want the 90th to be even better.  

If you are can help us out for this event, please let us 

know.  It’s never too early to begin planning an event 

of this importance.   

If you have questions or want to help, please contact 

me at Scott@CnA-CS.com or 218-969-3076 

 

 

EZ Reader   

December  2016 

Volume 1,  I ssue 1  

 

By Alumni Association President - Scott Ciochetto  

 

mailto:Scott@CnA-CS.com


 

Page 2 

 
EZ Reader – Fall 2016 

 

Epsilon-Zeta is still in need of financial 

assistance from our generous alumni to keep 

things moving in the right direction for our 

chapter.  We are currently raising funds for: on-

going maintenance, updating chapter house, 

paying down outstanding debts (late 90’s flood 

repairs – furnaces, recent bathroom remodeling), 

scholarships and increasing the House Corp 

reserve fund.  We have set a short-term goal of 

raising $250k to move our chapter to new 

heights in the coming years and ensure our long-

term success.  2013-2016 YTD fundraising is at 

$169,060 as of this writing.  We continue to 

make great progress and so we would like to 

thank you for the continued support!! 

Let’s keep on giving.  Find out how to donate 

here: www.ndlxa.org/documents/donate.html. 

Thank you so much to our gracious alumni who 

have donated thus far!!! Here are the donation 

recognition levels 2013-2016 YTD: 

 

Fundraising Status 

 

 
 

 

By Alumni Association Fundraising Chair – Paul 

Skorick 

 
 

 

 

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by 
the seeds you plant”. –Robert Louis Stevenson 

Fundraising status graphic 
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  Summer House Corp Donation Challenge Update and 
Fundraising Goals  

The Summer House Corp Donation Challenge was a great success.  We set a goal to raise $8,000, but as of 

this writing, raised $10,000.  The donations we collected over the summer will be very helpful for general 

upkeep and improvement projects.  Typically, after House Corp collects rent designed to cover normal 

operating expenses such as basic repairs, maintenance and minimum loan repayments, there isn’t much 

left.  This fundraiser helps with the extras around the house that unexpectedly need to be fixed.     

  

 

The Alumni Association and House Corp have given considerable thought about our fundraising goals in a 

near-term and long-term perspective.  Given the needs of the Chapter House and to properly maintain the 

house for many years, we feel the following financial goals are very appropriate. 

 

The revised fundraising goals are: 

 

$250,000 by Chapter 90th Anniversary Celebration – October 2018 

$350,000 by Chapter 100th Anniversary Celebration – October 2028 

 

As you know already, we are currently at $169,060 in funds raised lifetime-to-date.  That means that we are 

about 2/3 to our 2018 financial goal, which means that we have about $80,940 to go in about 24 months.  

Past giving would suggest the goals we’ve set are obtainable as our brothers have shown continuing 

generosity over the years.   

 

The brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha are saddened to learn of the 

passing of one of our own. Mario Savian- EZZ 946, passed away on 

July 28th unexpectedly at the age of 41. Brother Savian was a pilot for 

United Airlines and attended UND from 1995 to 1999.   

 

Rest in Peace Brother. 

 

 

Passing of Brother Mario Savian  
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Our chapter continued to make great strides this 

semester. We started off the semester with an 

impressive rush class and initiated 16 associate 

members into our brotherhood.  

Along with the growth in numbers, we had a very 

successful Fall philanthropy, collecting 6,480 

pounds of food and $200 for St. Joseph’s food 

pantry.  

In November, the Greek community hosts an 

annual award ceremony to recognize the chapters 

who excelled over the past year. Our chapter 

received the Excellence in Citizenship award and 

for the first time in many years, the Outstanding 

Chapter award! 

Not only did we receive recognition in the local 

Greek community, but also with the national 

fraternity. We received an above average rating for the 

second consecutive semester. It’s very gratifying to see 

our hard work get the recognition we deserve. 

This semester was a great success on many fronts and 

the active chapter assures all reading that this is just the 

start of more great things to come. 

 

As many of you are aware, we were given a rare scholarship matching opportunity that was available to all 

UND Greek chapters, if they were to successfully complete the challenge.  To complete the challenge, our 

chapter needed to raise or pledge $50,000 in donations to Lambda Chi Alpha scholarship endowment by 

December 31st 2016.  The benefit is we only had to pledge that amount, but can collect the donations over 

the next 5 years.  If we were successful, our chapter would earn a 50% scholarship fund matching from the 

state of North Dakota.   

 

As of this writing, I am very proud and excited to share that we have pledged $52,500 to-date which 

means we get the state match of $25,000.  Our total scholarship endowment is valued at $77,500.  While 

we’ve been successful so far, we will always accept future donations on behalf of the scholarship 

endowment.  Please note all donations and pledged dollars are handled through UND’s Alumni 

Association.  

 

For more information or to make a donation, go to http://www.undalumni.org/greekchallenge. 

If you have questions that can’t be addressed by the FAQs or the website, please feel free to reach out to 

Grant Hauschild, Associate Director of Development.  His office number is 701.777.5819 and email is:  

GrantH@undfoundation.org. 

 

 

 

Academic Chapter Update 
 

UND Greek Scholarship Challenge 2016 Update 

 

By High Alpha – Patrick Sewich 

 
 

 

Greek Awards 

http://www.undalumni.org/greekchallenge
mailto:GrantH@undfoundation.org
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Spring 2016 Academic All-Stars 

Thanks to High Pi Randy Ritterman, we were once again able to continue the tradition of our academic 

paddle. Last spring, the Epsilon-Zeta chapter had eighteen brothers who earned a semester GPA of 3.5 or 

better. Congrats to these brothers for their academic achievements:  

 

Jace Braathen, Ryan Danielson, Erik Hanson, Joshua Jansen, Ryan Keller, Jack Lamoine, Ryan Livingood, 

Kass Longie, Mitchell Mader, Zachary Neameyer, Charles Olson, Jordan Schaefbauer, Shane Schuster, 

Nicholas Stephan, Hunter Stonehouse, Jayce Turner, Jorden Vinger, Jason White.  

 

Graduating Seniors 
At the end of Fall 2016 semester, three members 

from the Epsilon-Zeta chapter will be graduating and 

continuing in their respective professional careers. We 

thank them for all they have done for the active 

chapter and wish them the best of luck in the future. 

Their names are: 

 

 Paul Carlson, EZZ 1124, Fort Ransom, ND, 

Business Management 

 Chris Erlwein, EZZ 1133, Downington, PA, Air 

Traffic Control 

 Hunter Stonehouse, EZZ 1134, Fairhope, AL, 

Airport Management 

 

This Fall the chapter recruited, retained and initiated 16 men 

into our bond.  The following is a list of the newest brothers 

along with their hometown and major: 

Adam Guenther, EZZ 1193, Brooklyn Park, MN, molecular biology 

Conner Dahl, EZZ 1194, Lakeville, MN, commercial aviation 

Derek Wachter, EZZ 1195, Bismarck, ND, business entrepreneurship 

Karter Rowekamp, EZZ 1196, Grand Forks, ND, biology 

Jack Erickson, EZZ 1197, Fargo, ND, business economics 

Sam Larson, EZZ 1198, Grand Forks, ND, unmanned aircraft systems 

Sam Leibbrand, EZZ 1199, Whitewater, WI, commercial aviation 

Aaron Mader, EZZ 1200, Woodbury, MN, electrical engineering 

Calvin Walker, EZZ 1201, Fargo, ND, nursing 

Jay Hjelmstad, EZZ 1202, Grand Forks, ND, business economics 

Terrel Wheeler, EZZ 1203, Bismarck, ND, business administration  

Garrett Schmidt, EZZ 1204, Bismarck, ND, marketing 

Keenen Berning, EZZ 1205, Grand Forks, ND, business management 

Nick Paisley, EZZ 1206, Grand Forks, ND, biology 

Jake Carlson, EZZ 1207, Mandan, ND, business investments 

Jacob Heinert, EZZ 1208, Bismarck ND, marketing 

 

 

Our Newest Brothers 

 

Fall 2016 Initiates 

 

Graduating Seniors 
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   House Corporation Update 
 

House Corp has had a busy half-year since the spring 

EZ Reader went out.  Organizationally, we’ve 

restructured to align better with legal 

recommendations from LCA HQ and are also in the 

process of restating the Corporation’s Articles and 

Bylaws.  Also, next year we are planning to increase 

our property insurance coverage and move to the 

mainstream fraternity property insurance provider, 

James R. Favor. 

 

On top of the usual relatively minor, although very 

numerous, maintenance and repairs that continue to 

require our attention, we successfully completed the 

project of removing all the makeshift lofts in the dorm 

rooms.  We have now received our formal, full-

fledged, Certificate of Occupancy from the city, which 

will carry us until the next inspection in ~5 years. 

 

The latter part of the summer brought with it some 

unforeseen and formidable plumbing problems and 

associated water damage repairs.  The drainpipe that 

empties half of the top-hall bathroom became blocked 

with mineral build-up and shower drain back-up 

occurred, causing water damage in both 

bathrooms.  Luckily, the chapter and House Corp took 

quick action to resolve the issues and were able to get 

the facility back to functional and aesthetically 

acceptable shape within a month and in time for the 

beginning of the semester. 

 

In August, together with the chapter and Alumni 

Association, a number of maintenance and repair 

items were successfully completed by actives and 

alumni during the back-to-school work weekend. 

Huge thanks to those who were involved with this 

effort! Chalepa Ta Kala! 

 

In the near future, the House Corp is going to be 

repairing missing / damaged floor tiles on the main 

floor of the chapter house as well as getting those 

floors properly stripped, waxed, and buffed.  Beyond 

that and many other smaller maintenance and repair 

items currently on our list, House Corp is working to 

prioritize our list of larger future improvement 

projects.  Depending on how fundraising with the 

Alumni Association and donation earmarks goes, a 

number of the following projects may be completed 

in the next 2 years: back yard patio / parking, dorm 

room electrical upgrades, additional kitchen 

equipment, fire alarm monitoring, security camera 

system, key fob access for primary doors, exterior 

lights hardwired / photocell, new tile flooring on 

main floor, refinish or replace top hall dorm doors, 

and resurface main floor wood walls. 

 

Since May, House Corp has increased its reserve fund 

account balance by ~8% from ~$12k to 

~$13k.  Additionally, we have been able to pay off a 

little extra on our outstanding loan debt – it now 

stands at ~$82k, down from ~$87k at the last 

update.  Looking forward, the financial plan, in 

coordination with Alumni Association fundraising, is 

to reach the $250k goal by October 2018 for the 

chapter 90th anniversary celebration.  This keeps on 

track to retire the debt completely by 2023 (when we 

hope fundraising has reached $300k), continue to 

steadily build up our reserve funds, as well as 

accomplish some of the aforementioned projects. 

 

Lastly, forward progression of House Corp continues 

to be made possible by the generosity of our alumni. 

We couldn’t do this without you. House Corp cannot 

say “thank you” enough to everyone who has helped 

recently - whether it has been through time, talent, 

and/or treasure.  If we all keep helping in any way 

that we can, we will stay on a positive path with our 

chapter house. 

 

 

 

By House Corporation President – Kevin Till 
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High Pi Update 

 2016 Fall Semester has started off very well for the house.  Rush for the house was very successful.  We have 

16 outstanding young men to join our ranks.   These men show great dedication and leadership potential.  I 

look forward to the talents and diversification of thought that they will bring to the chapter.   

 

The weather has been favorably warm through the first of November, which made for an enjoyable 

Homecoming weekend.  The associates, active members, and alumni enjoyed an evening of good food, 

brotherhood, and stories of our lives at 515 Harvard.   

 

The semester has been going very well for the active chapter.  All the officers are engaged and performing 

their duties to the best of their abilities.  The visit from the National ELC (Educational Leadership Consultant) 

was very successful.  He had very positive things to say when I spoke with him regarding the direction of the 

chapter as well as the current officers.  From a financial standpoint, the chapter has adhered to its budget and 

is operating in the black. 

 

The chapter has completed elections for the new 2017 officers and I look forward to working with these young 

men who have been chosen to run the active chapter.  Each new group of officers brings their own ideas and 

goals to be accomplished during their tenure.  The important thing is that we work together for the 

betterment of the active brothers and the chapter.  We will have formal installation of officers the Sunday of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, January 15, 2017.    

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the outgoing officers for their hard work and leadership.  

Especially the High Alpha, Patrick Sewich and the High Beta, Eric Hanson.  It was a pleasure and honor to work 

with these gentlemen.  I know they have bright futures ahead of them. 

 

 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

By High Pi – Randy Ritterman 

 
 

The Alumni Association is planning gatherings across the country and 

hope to see many of you there. Please check out the Facebook group 

and the website for the latest updates.  Some of the upcoming events 

are: 

 March 16th, 2017: NCHC Frozen Faceoff with LCA event in 

Minneapolis the day before the tournament. Planned location is 

Surly Brewing Company.  

Upcoming Events 
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

http://www.ndlxa.org 

Lambda Chi Alpha 

PO BOX 13454 
Grand Forks, ND 58208 

[Address label here] 

High Rho Closing Comments 
By High Rho – Jordan Schaefbauer 

 

 

 

As always, the active chapter would like to thank the 

outpouring of support we receive from the alumni. Without 

your ongoing donations, the Epsilon-Zeta chapter would not 

be in the good standing it is today. Personally, I’d like to thank 

Scott Ciochetto and the rest of the alumni association for their 

efforts in organizing a successful Work Week and Homecoming 

event. In addition, a huge thanks goes out to Kevin Till and 

those involved with the house corporation for their efforts to 

 

 

 

ensure the longevity of our chapter house. Last but not least, I’d like to thank our High Pi, Randy Ritterman, for 

the tremendous amount of work he puts in for the active chapter as well as the alumni association and house 

corporation. Overall, the Epsilon-Zeta chapter had a great semester. Based on the success of our philanthropy, 

which collected 6,480 pounds of food for St. Joe’s food pantry, our strong recruitment, and our success at this 

year’s Greek Awards, it is safe to say that the Epsilon-Zeta chapter is growing and thriving. I know our chapter 

will continue to build on these achievements in the future in order to grow our brotherhood and continue the 

great legacy of the Epsilon-Zeta chapter. Furthermore, I hope we can continue to build on our current alumni 

support in order to continue on our accomplishments as a chapter in order to foster the spirit of eternal 
brotherhood. 

Pig Roast Brotherhood Event 

 

 


